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General Haig Talking Points with Nguyen ,Cao Ky 


— You are happy to see him again and recall that Dr, Kissinger met 

f 9 , ' 

with him during his July visit. 

-- You would be interested in his appreciation of the current situation 
(Comment: Ky will probably recall that it was he who had proposed as a 
solution to the electoral crisis that both Ky and President Thieu step down 
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in favor of a democratic government which would organize new elections. 

. V 

«n , i. ». ■» , , Tr 'i #1 i i • i.i. . ». mv r . , , .i „ .1 i.f, ^ j. 

ouus^uciitiy ivy proposed as anouier soj.uci.oxx txxcu. j.xxi.eu step uowxx axxu txxctt 
Ky organize the elections without being a candidate himself. Ky might 
say that he still favors some such solution as the foregoing and he will 
probably also add that he was disappointed by the Presidents September 16 
press conference since it created the impression that the U. S. was not 
open to any such new formulation. ) 

9 > 

— You will want to stress with Ky that these were matters for the 
Vietnamese leaders to work out amongst themselves. We did have an 
interest in fair and contested elections and Ambassador Bunker had worked 
very hard to that end, 

-- We regret that matters have not turned out exactly as one might 
have wished but we did not believe it was for us to dictate a solution and we 
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had to bear in mind our principal objectives which are to withdraw from Viet- 


nam in an orderly fashion and assure the South Vietnamese people a reasonable 


chance to defend themselves. (Comment: Ky will probably ask what has 
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happened to our commitment to democracy and self-determination for the 
Vietnamese people and how. recent developments square with that objective. ) 


-- You 


should reply along the lines used by the President; namely, that 


democracy is a process which takes a long time to nourish, generations and 
even centuries, but that the events of this summer should not be measured 
in isolation against the great political progress the South Vietnamese people 

appear to have made. 

__ In any event the important thing now is how to heal any wounds that 
may have been created within the nationalist ranks. What does Mr. Ky 
think of the prospects for renewed cooperation with President Thieu after 
October 3. We believe there is enough for everyone to do and that it would 
be a tragedy if political divi^iveness were to undo the progress which had 

been achieved in other. areas* 

- In this connection we think that inflamatory statements and any 
threats of public disorder or .coups. severely undermine the prospects 

for continued American support to South Vietnam. Surely no South Vietnamese 
nationalist is interested in pursuing a political course which might undermine 

the entire national effort* 



